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The Indian Hill School District would like to recognize and express gratitude to District parent, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Turnbull, who has once again designed this year’s annual report at a nominal cost. Her exceptional talent, graphic 
design expertise, and photography skills are reflected on each of the pages of this report. 

Dear District Residents,

We are pleased to share with you highlights of 
the many accomplishments of the 2009-2010 
school year.  These highlights are a reflection of 
the efforts of our students to become the best of 
which they are capable; the depth of expertise 
and commitment of our faculty and staff; and 
the ongoing support and tireless efforts of our 
parents and broader community.  This report also 
provides an overview of the financial status of the 
District.

The Indian Hill Exempted Village School District 
has a reputation for providing an outstanding 
education for its students based on a long-
standing commitment to academic excellence. 
The essence of the District’s mission is to 
develop each student’s maximum potential and 
intellectual capabilities; to prepare students to 
successfully compete on a global stage with a 
command of 21st century skills; and to facilitate 
students’ growth on their path to responsible 
citizenship, leadership and service to others.

Student Achievement

The District continued to meet Ohio’s standards 
of excellence for the twelfth consecutive year.
In grades three through eight, the percentage of 
students scoring in the highest, advanced level 
on the Ohio Assessment Reading and Math Tests, 
surpassed the percentages scoring at that level by 
students in similar districts.
  
Stanford Achievement Test scores were in the 
top twenty percent in mathematics in grades two 
through nine and in the top twenty-five percent in 
reading in grades four through nine.

Indian Hill High School was recognized by 
Newsweek as among the top 1% of U.S. high 
schools based on the number of students 

participating in AP courses.  We administered 
an all time high 658 Advanced Placement (AP) 
exams in 2010.  Ninety-one percent qualified for 
college credit (a score of three or better).  This 
represents the highest District passage rate on 
record. Thirty-five percent of students taking an 
AP exam received a top score of “5”.

Indian Hill High School ranked in the 99th 
percentile on the basis of ACT/SAT/National 
Merit data when compared to the ten school 
systems across the country most similar to Indian 
Hill. Graduating seniors included ten National 
Merit finalists, ten commended students and one 
National Achievement finalist.
  
Our students continue to be hard working, 
capable, and multi-talented.  The quality of their 
work continues to be recognized with awards and 
commendations from a variety of organizations.  
Community service projects at each school 
continue to foster the development of students’ 
responsible citizenship, leadership, and service 
to others. It is the strength of our work together, 
with students, teachers, parents and community 
members all working to do what it takes to 
provide an exemplary education that has shaped 
our success in the past, and will continue to do 
so in the future.

Finances

The District balanced its budget for the fifth 
consecutive year as it has for fourteen of the past 
eighteen years.  Increases in expenditures were 
contained to less than 3 percent last year.  The 
continuing economic climate of reduced state and 
federal funding, ever expanding unfunded state 
mandates, and a projected decline in revenue from 
property taxes, pose ongoing financial challenges 
for the District.  We remain diligent in our efforts 
to contain costs and use our resources wisely and 
conservatively.  We are conducting energy audits, 

continuing to study options for reducing health 
insurance costs, and have reduced staff in light of 
declining enrollment. Please be assured that our 
commitment to providing a world-class education 
for our students, one built upon academic 
excellence, dedication, and innovation, will 
continue as we address anticipated shortfalls in 
future public funding through careful budgeting, 
strategic, long-range planning, and responsible 
stewardship of District resources.

Please visit the Finance section of our website at 
www.ih.k12.oh.us to review a detailed analysis 
of District finances and budgets.

Thank you for your continued support of our 
schools.

Best regards,

The Indian Hill Board of Education
Molly Barber, President
Elizabeth Johnston, Vice President
Karl Grafe, Member
Kim Martin Lewis, Member
Timothy Sharp, Member
Jane Knudson, Superintendent

A Tradition of Excellence, Dedication, & Innovation



Advanced Placement (AP) Course Passage 
Rates for Indian Hill High School 1997-2010

Our purpose is to ensure that all students 
acquire the knowledge, skills, and leadership 
opportunities essential for their future 
success.  Our students are highly engaged 
in a curriculum built upon high expectations 
from teachers and parents, as well as a 
global perspective, supported by a wide 
range of programs and individual services 
and extensive and varied enrichment and co-
curricular opportunities.

Our focus on improving students’ writing 
continues to show significant progress as 
measured by the Education Records Bureau 
national writing assessment administered in 
grades three through eight and grade eleven.   
Student subgroups are scoring above 
comparable suburban and independent 
school norms at every grade.  Improving 
students’ writing continues to be a major 
District initiative with teachers using a 
consistent and rigorous rubric by which to 
evaluate writing across grades three through 
twelve and in all content areas.

Indian Hill Elementary School received 
an Excellent with Distinction ranking on 
the basis of students’ three year results on 
the Ohio Math and Reading Assessments. 
Seventy-three percent of third grade students 
scored in the highest, advanced level in 
reading; forty-three percent of fourth grade 
students scored in the highest, advanced 
level in mathematics; and fifty-eight percent 
of fifth grade students scored in the highest, 
advanced level in mathematics.  Noteworthy 
Ohio Assessment results at the Middle School 
include seventy-one percent of sixth grade 

students scoring at the highest, advanced 
level in mathematics (fifty-eight percent 
scored at that level in similar districts); 
forty-two percent of seventh grade students 
scoring at the highest, advanced level in 
mathematics (thirty-two percent scored at 
that level in similar districts); and forty-seven 
percent of eighth grade students scoring at 
the highest, advanced level in reading (thirty-
eight percent scored at that level in similar 
districts).

School Match, an educational research 
and database service specializing in rating 
schools (K-12) on a national basis using 
auditable data, continues to rank Indian 
Hill High School in the 99th percentile in 
national averages for students’ SAT and ACT 
scores among districts in the country most 
similar to Indian Hill.  School Match’s “pupil 
performance on scholarship examinations” 
analysis is the only uniform comparison of 
academic achievement of all the nation’s 
schools.

The quality of the Indian Hill School District 
is measured and reflected in multiple ways.  
Standardized testing and other assessment 
results are important but certainly by no 
means the only measure by which we judge 
our progress in helping students realize their 
maximum potential.  Our goal is for each 
student to master the knowledge and skills 
necessary for independent thinking and to 
develop a passion for continuous learning.  
Applied skills dominate the rankings of 
knowledge and skills expected to increase in 
importance in the 21st century.  To that end, 
imbedded within our academic, athletic 
and co-curricular programs are unlimited 
opportunities for students to develop skills in 
critical thinking/problem solving, technology 
applications,teamwork/collaboration, 
creativity/innovation, and leadership.  
Students’ interests and talents were further 
developed in 2009-2010 through their 
participation in numerous clubs, fine arts, 
drama, and musical productions at each 
school.

While there is much success to recognize 
and celebrate, the Indian Hill School District 
enjoys the reputation it does because of its 
longstanding commitment to continuous 
improvement. Annual instructional 
improvement plans at each school reflect 
the District’s desire to continually strengthen 
the quality of instruction and increase 
student learning.  Specific objectives are 
developed collaboratively by principals 
and teacher-leaders which target areas for 
growth.  Objectives for 2009-2010 included 
improving students’ critical thinking and 

reasoning skills; improving students’ 
oral and written communication skills; 
increasing students’ reading comprehension 
skills; the development of professional 
learning communities among the faculty; 
and the application of the research of Robert 
J. Marzano, a world renown educational 
leader. 
 
PTOs, Boosters, the Indian Hill Public 

Schools Foundation, and other school 
support groups, continued to put forth 
extraordinary efforts on behalf of the Indian 
Hill Schools.  These groups raised and donated 
approximately $175,000 in funds which were 
used to purchase technology for students’ 
use, support professional development 
opportunities for faculty, sponsor field trips 
and purchase items in support of visual and 
performing arts programs at each school.

Student Achievement, Programs & Course Offerings



Student and Staff Profile

Staff Profile

Teachers with Master’s Degree or Above                         
Teachers with Ten+ Years of Experience                          
Number of regular Education Classroom Teachers          
Classified Staff                                                                  
Pupil-Teacher Ratio                                               
Average Class Size                                               

Student Profile

AP Exams Administered                                             
K-12 Enrollment                                                           
Attendance Rate                                                   	
Graduation Rate                                                          
Attending Four Year Colleges/Universities                     
Attending Two Year Colleges/Technical Schools or Military   
SAT Critical Reading Average                                                   
SAT Math Average                                                              
SAT Writing Average                                                             
ACT Average                                                           
  

Students Identified with Disabilities                            
Students with Limited English Proficiency                      
African American Students                                      
Asian Students                                                            
Caucasian Students                                                    
Hispanic Students                                                            
Multi-Racial Students                                                 

  87%
  37%
  119
  106
  16.05:1
  17.50

  658
2,107
  96.1%
  97.7%
  95.0%
    5.0%
  582 (Ohio 538; U.S. 501)
  596 (Ohio 548; U.S. 516)
  576 (Ohio 522; U.S. 492)
   25.7 (Ohio 21.8; U.S. 21)

     

9.2%
     1.2%
    3.2%
    6.7%
   85.2%
     1.6%
     3.3%

National Merit Finalists

Doug Feigelson
Samantha Held
Victoria Lewis
Luke Quehl
Deena Rahman
Atreya Rajagopalan
Brian Reszutek
Michael Striebich
Daniel Strunk
Jeffrey Zhu

National Merit Commended Students

Elizabeth Daun
Jonathan Feng
Allison Greene
Peter Hurford
Logan Kornman
Caitlin Lange
Rebecca Lipsky
Marc Lubitz
Heather Ma
Emily Martz
Shaan Penmetsa

National Merit Achievement Finalist

Olivia Morris

Class of 2010 College Admissions Data

Accepted at Barron’s Most Competitive & Highly Competitive Colleges           
Accepted at U.S. News & World Report’s Top 50 Colleges/Universities      
Accepted at U.S. News & World Report’s Top 75 Colleges/Universities            
Percentage Receiving Scholarships                                                                

Students from the Class of 2010 enrolled in 74 different colleges/universities across 29 states, 
Canada and England.  Ninety-eight percent of students reported they were very satisfied or 
satisfied with the college counseling they received at Indian Hill High School.

 75%
  20%
  37%
  55%



Student & Staff Profiles

Clockwise from top left: 1)Victoria (Tori) Lewis was one the nation’s top 100 recipients of the Siemens Award for Exceptional Achievement in the Advanced Placement Program in mathematics and 
science.  Tori was also a National Merit finalist and a National AP Scholar.  Tori is attending Stanford University where she is majoring in biology and English.  She plans to become a surgeon. The 
Siemens Awards for Advanced Placement are awarded each year to students with the greatest number of scores of “5” on eight AP math and science exams. 2) Indian Hill High School art teacher, 
Dr. Mary Golubieski, was awarded the Maryl Fletcher DeJong Service Award. The DeJong Award is given to honor an individual in the field of art education who contributes outstanding service of 
community, state, national, or international significance that contributes or reduces gender and other stereotyping practices for individuals and groups. 3) Peggy Lovro, Mandarin teacher. The study 
of Mandarin was added as a language option at the High School in 2009. 4) Indian Hill Elementary School third grade students won a first place award in the city-wide Architecture by Children 

1 2

6

Competition, a Best Green Design Award, and a Most Creative Use of Materials award. 5) Indian Hill Middle School students, Corey Zhu and Connie Yin, finished in the top 16, and Connie was 
the top female, at the 2010 district Math Counts contest held at the University of Cincinnati.  The Middle School team competed against over 300 math students from 45 different area schools 
and finished in 5th place, qualifying for the State competition in Columbus. 6) Second grade students participate in Primary Players performing for students, parents, and community throughout 
the year.  7) Over 160 Middle School students and countless parents participated in Middle School theatre productions in 2009-2010. 8) Steve Reger and Mock Trial Team. The Indian Hill High 
School Mock Trial Team won their second, consecutive State title and finished eighth in the country in the national Mock Trial competition in May, 2010.  The Team’s national eighth place standing 
represents the highest placement by a Cincinnati area team and only the third time that an Ohio team has cracked the top ten. 

3 4 5

7 8



Coaches Honors 2009-10
Susan Savage – Cross Country   
Cincinnati Hills League Coach of the Year, Southwest Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches 
Association Coach of the Year, Cincinnati Enquirer Division II Coach of the Year

Cynthia Annett – Girls Golf   
Southwest Ohio Girls Golf Coaches Association Division II Coach of the Year, Cincinnati 
Enquirer Division II Coach of the Year

Lindsay Morris – Girls Tennis   
Cincinnati Hills League Coach of the Year, Greater Cincinnati Tennis Coaches Association 
Coach of the Year, Cincinnati Enquirer Division II Coach of the Year

Tim Burch – Boys Basketball   
Cincinnati Hills League Coach of the Year

Scott Rogers – Girls Basketball   
Cincinnati Hills League Coach of the Year, Southwest District Division II Coach of the Year, 
Cincinnati Enquirer Division II Coach of the Year, McDonald’s All American East Team Head 
Coach

John Slonim – Softball  
Cincinnati Hills League Coach of the Year

Lindsay Morris – Boys Tennis   
Cincinnati Hills League Coach of the Year

Fifty-seven percent of Middle School and seventy-one percent of High School students 
participated in a variety of athletic and co-curricular programs last year. The High School 
fielded 23 Varsity teams and 16 JV/Freshman teams and also sponsored more than 20 clubs. 
 
Students at the Primary and Elementary School were also involved in extra-curricular clubs 
including Primary Players, the Scoop, a Elementary School newspaper, an Environmental – 
Go Green Club, a Book, Science, Computer, Art, Choir, and Young Builders Club, as well as 
a service club, Kids Who Care.

Student Honors 2009-10 
All Ohio Honors

Elizabeth Heinbach 		  Cross Country
Kelsey Matthews		  Girls Tennis
Tracy Striebich			  Volleyball
Maddie Flynn			   Volleyball
Sam Hendricks			  Boys Basketball
Nicole Bell			   Girls Basketball
Kelsey Matthews		  Girls Basketball
Connor von Korff		  Swimming/Diving
Mack Rice			   Swimming/Diving
Elizabeth Heinbach		  Swimming/Diving
Hannah Vester			  Swimming/Diving
A. J. Froehlich			   Boys Lacrosse
Jake Thomas			   Boys Lacrosse
Alec Weiner			   Boys Lacrosse
Jamie Lackman			  Boys Lacrosse
Cal Turnbull			   Boys Lacrosse
Riley Irvine			   Girls Lacrosse
Elizabeth Heinbach		  Girls Track & Field
Natalie Sommerville		  Girls Track & Field 

Academic All Ohio

Elizabeth Heinbach		  Cross Country
Veronica Cole			   Field Hockey
Jessica Quible			   Field Hockey
Tori Lewis			   Field Hockey
Julie Bach			   Field Hockey
Audrey Meier			   Field Hockey
Mary Beth King		  Field Hockey
Emily Rentschler		  Field Hockey
Frances Rosenkrantz		  Field Hockey
Alexa Harris			   Field Hockey
Katelin Randall		  Girls Soccer
Courtney Lucien		  Girls Soccer
Sara Matasick			   Girls Soccer
Caitlin Lange			   Girls Tennis
Brittany Schwab		  Girls Tennis
Elizabeth Heinbach		  Girls Track & Field 
Natalie Sommerville		  Girls Track & Field

Athletic & Extra-Curricular Highlights



Local Revenue Sources                                                85.9%
State Revenue Sources                                                 11.9%
Federal Revenue Sources                                              2.2%
Aaa Bond Rating by Moody’s
*Highest Possible Rating  

Financial Planning — Continuing to Meet 
the Challenges Ahead with a Long-Term 
Comprehensive Strategy

We continue to work diligently to maintain 
the highest standards of education while 
balancing budgets and keeping adequate 
cash reserves on hand. The challenges we 
face that will affect our future annual funding 
are as follows:

•School districts are being told to prepare 
for continued reductions in levels of State 
funding in the next biennium budget (FY 
2012-2013) with projected declines as high 
as 15-20%.  Not unlike others before him, 
Governor John Kasich is studying the funding 
formula for schools.  It remains to be seen 
what if any changes will take place and what 
impact they will have on the District’s level 
of state funding.

•It is the Board of Education’s view that real 
estate values in our community are likely to 
decrease in the 2011 tax valuation.  Ninety-
two percent of the Indian Hill School District’s 
funding comes from real estate taxes.  This 
amount of funding is based on assessed 
real estate tax valuations (35% of estimated 
market value) multiplied by 2.025%, or 
20.25 mills (20.25/1000).

The District’s current levy rate of 20.25 mills 
is .25 mills over the lowest rate allowable for 
school districts in Ohio.  Our last emergency 
levy was in 1992, and it expired in 1998.  
Our real estate based revenue will decline 
approximately 3% for every 10% drop in 
valuation.

After examining the alternatives for replacing a 
portion of the funding that we anticipate losing 
due to declines in state funding and falling real 
estate values, the Board transferred 1.25 inside 
mills to a Permanent Improvement Fund in 
December, 2009.

At current real estate tax valuations, this action 
will add approximately $1.67 million annually 
to the District’s funding for permanent 
improvements.  The total amount will decrease 
proportionately if valuations decline.  This 
change in millage caused an increase in 
property taxes, effective January 2011, of 
$35.00 per $100,000 of the market value of 
a home.
  
Transferring millage, combined with effective 
cost management and prudent use of our 
District cash reserves, will help avoid having to 
ask the voters for an operating levy for at least 
five years.  The movement of 1.25 mills for 
permanent improvements will help to solidify 
funding for the basic elements of education 
such as textbooks, technology infrastructure, 
buses to transport Indian Hill School District 
students (public, private, and parochial) to and 
from school (buses are replaced on a 15 to 18 
year cycle) and to keep buildings, playgrounds, 
athletic fields, and grounds well maintained.

The designation of 1.25 inside mills to 
fund permanent improvements is part of 
a comprehensive, long-term strategy by 
the Indian Hill School District to maintain 
financial stability in the face of falling real 
estate valuations; reduced funding from the 
State of Ohio; gradual elimination of the 
tangible personal property tax and the state’s 
reimbursement of this tax after August 2013; 
and increasing operating costs.  Without 
jeopardizing the quality of the excellent 
education provided for students, managing 
costs aggressively and reducing operating 
expenditures where possible, have been and 

will continue to be, critical components 
in our plan to assure long-term financial 
stability for the School District.  
The Board of Education is committed to:

•Balancing its budgets

•Maintaining adequate cash reserves

•Insuring that we have a sound financial 
base for our staff to provide students with the 
very best education possible, one that will 
prepare them to be productive citizens in a 
global, highly competitive environment.

The Board invites residents to visit the 
District’s Finance section of the website, 
www.ih.k12.oh.us to review District budgets 
and reports and to stay abreast of current 
issues impacting District finances.

District Profile & Financial Planning



      General Fund Revenues 2009-2010 
  
Real Estate Taxes 92.1% 
Local Residential 70.6% 
State Rollback 13.1% 
Local Tax Increment Financing Agreements 8.4% 
Tangible Property Taxes 3.4% 
State Foundation Funding 2.9% 
Investment Earnings .6% 
Other State Revenue .9% 
Other Non-Operating Sources .0% 
Other Local Revenue .1% 

  
      General Fund Expenditures 2009-2010  

  
Instruction 53.6% 
Operations and Maintenance 11.6% 
Instructional  Support 7.2% 
Staff Support 7.6% 
Board and Administration 8.6% 
Transportation 6.1% 
Fiscal and Business 2.9% 
Extra-Curricular Activities 2.4% 
Transfers .0% 
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Board of Education
Molly Barber, President 
Elizabeth Johnston, Vice President
Karl Grafe, Member
Kim Martin Lewis, Member
Timothy Sharp, Member
Jane Knudson, Superintendent

Indian Hill Board of Education Office
6855 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4500, Fax 513/272-4512
Superintendent of Schools, Jane R. Knudson, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent, Mark C. Ault, Ed.D.
Director of Pupil Services, Tracy A. Quattrone
Director of Communications, Martha A. Carroll Stephen

Treasurer/Business Manager, Julia J. Toth

Phone 513/272-4522, Fax 513/272-4756

Director of Technology, Arline L. Pique

Phone 513/272-4591, Fax 513/272-4633

Facilities Supervisor, Kenneth W. Stegman

Phone 513/272-4606, Fax 513/272-4607

Transportation Supervisor, Barbara E. Leonard

Phone 513/272-4531, Fax 513/272-4535

Indian Hill High School (grades 9-12)
6865 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4550, Fax 513/272-4557
Principal, Nancy M. Striebich
Assistant Principal, Joshua C. Kauffman
Athletic Director, Jill I. Bruder

Indian Hill Middle School (grades 6-8)
6845 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4642, Fax 513/272-4690
Principal, Kimberly Pietsch Miller
Assistant Principal, Christopher W. Heybruch

Indian Hill Elementary School (grades 3-5)
6100 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4703, Fax 513/272-4708
Principal, Melissa A. Stewart

Indian Hill Primary School (grades K-2)
6207 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4754, Fax 513/272-4759
Principal, Sandra W. Harte 

Revenues & Expenditures



The Indian Hill Board of Education welcomes the community’s feedback about their schools and invites residents to visit our website (www.ih.k12.oh.us) or contact Superintendent Dr. Jane R. 
Knudson.  The Board of Education meets the second Tuesday of every month in the High School multi-purpose room at 7:30 PM.  Every regular Board meeting includes a period at the end of the 
meeting for comments or questions from the public.

We are eager to expand and streamline our communication with parents and our community. Our goal is for all community residents to become active, informed supporters of our schools. 
Subscribing to our electronic school and District newsletters is a way to stay in touch without creating an overstuffed mailbox. If you would like to Subscribe to our Electronic Newsletters, please 
go to our website http://www.ih.k12.oh.us/newsletters.htm

All concerns or complaints relating to disability discrimination should be directed to the District’s Section 504 Coordinator.  The Section 504 Coordinator is the Director of Pupil Services who may 
be contacted at (513) 272-4500 or 6855 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243.

Indian Hill Exempted Village School District
6855 Drake Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
(513) 272-4500
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